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quantities as a by-product. It required, however,
still a relatively very long time before it was possible
to produce glycerine itself in a highly pure state and
at the same time in considerable quantity. The
credit for having first introduced very pure glycerine
into commerce probably belongs to the firm of Sarg
in Liesing, near Vienna, who at the end of the year
1S50 first produced glycerine clear as water and
odourless ; in England, Prices' Patent Candle Co., of
London, appeared on. the market with the new
product about the same time as Sarg in Vienna..
Of the artificial compounds obtained from gly-
cerine, nitro-glycerine is unquestionably that of most
technical importance. This compound was dis-
covered by Sobrero in the year 1847, but it did not
attain other than, scientific importance; it was
through the work of the Swedish engineer Nobel,
in 1803, that nitro-glycerine first came into technical
notice as an explosive material of any importance,
and this new explosive has first made possible the
execution of the vast tunnels, and other works of
modern times, in a very short time, e.g. Mont Cenis,
St. Gothard, Arlberg, Simplon, etc.).
How extensive, moreover, is the applicability of
glycerine is shown, by the following summary of the
purposes for which it is used. The most important
of these applications we shall have to discuss in more
detail later.
Glycerine is used : for extraction of hops, as an
addition to wine (forbidden by law), in the manu-
facture of liqueurs, for the production of lemonade,